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Thursday, December 3, 2009 
 

11:00-11:40 Registration   downstairs Augustine Wing MTC  
 

Coffee and tea  upstairs Room  MTC 02.13 
 
Morning session    MTC 02.07 
 

11:40  Lieven Boeve (dean Faculty of Theology, K.U.Leuven)  
  Welcome of participants    

 
11:50  Rob Faesen S.J. (K.U.Leuven; Universiteit Antwerpen) 

The Spirituality of the Jesuits in the Low Countries and the Older 
Mystical Tradition 
In 1575, General Superior Éverard Mercurian wrote a letter to all the provincial superiors of the Order 
concerning books that Jesuits could only read with a special permission. This list included several 
mystical authors, such as Johann Tauler, Ruusbroec, and Henrik Herp. According to Henri Bremond, 
this letter is a real coup d’État, an extremely meaningful and revealing event, “an event (…) of a kind 
that the history of ideas sees coming to birth only at distant intervals in the course of centuries” 
(Histoire littéraire 8, 229). Apart from some modifications, one usually assumes that the spirituality of 
the Jesuits was, since then, mainly characterized by asceticism, and had broken with the medieval 
mystical tradition. However, scholars such as Jos Andriessen S.J., Albert Ampe S.J. and Stephanus 
Axters O.P. have shown interesting connections of Jesuit authors from the Low Countries with the 
older mystical tradition. In this contribution, we will mainly focus on Sucquet, Sandaeus and Lessius. 

 
12:40-14:00 Lunch break 

 
Afternoon session-A   MTC 02.07 
 
Chairperson: Lieve Gevers (K.U.Leuven) 
 

14:00  Ralph Dekoninck (UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve) 
The Society of the Spectacle? The Jesuits and the Visual Arts in the 
Low Countries 
The explicit reference to the well-known book of Guy Debord published in 1967 (La société du 
spectacle) is conceived as an invitation to question the so-called modernity of the Society of Jesus in 
its conception of the efficacy of the visual arts in the propaganda fidei. We would like to shed new 
light on this historiographical question where the projections of our modernity interfere with the 
rhetorical ideals of the 17th century. 
 

 
14:50-15:00 Short break 
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15:00  Luce Giard (em. CNRS-EHESS, Paris - University of California, San Diego) 

Jesuit Colleges in the Low Countries and the Writing of the Ratio 
Studiorum (1540-1620) 
In the years 1540-1620 the Society of Jesus invested much time and energy in a long process through 
which its educational system was to be defined and designed, experimented and revised, then made 
adaptable to different contexts and circumstances, without losing its identity, specificity and 
efficiency.  The famous Ratio Studiorum will assert what the Society  decided about the organization 
of colleges, the style and method of its teaching.  All Jesuit provinces contributed to that major task 
and to endless debates related to it. I will look for  Jesuits involved in the Low Countries who took 
part in that task, I will examine the main issues they raised, and see whether their claims had any 
lasting effect.  
 
 

15:50-16:20 Coffee and tea     MTC 02.13 
 
 

Afternoon session-B   MTC 02.07 
 
 
Chairperson: Wim François (K.U.Leuven)   

 
16:20  J. Carlos Coupeau S.J. (Pontificia Università Gregoriana, Rome) 

The Dictionary of Ignatian Spirituality: Sailing across Together 
The Diccionario de Espiritualidad Ignaciana (DEI) (Manresa vol. 37-38, Bilbao-Santander: 
Mensajero-Sal Terrae, 2007) has been edited by six professors from five Jesuit Faculties of Theology 
in Italy and Spain. They were constituted into the Group of Ignatian Spirituality (GEI) and became a 
team along the editorial process. Their collaboration spanned seven years: from the presentation of the 
goal and its discussion, through the invention of a simple methodology, a clear distribution of the 
tasks, the actual composition of the headwords and up to the editing process and marketing campaign. 
The presentation will identify some characteristics of this project more relevant to a general audience, 
aware of some unrepeatable circumstances. It will deal with communication issues, rhythms, 
procedures, ordinary and less ordinary instruments, spirituality of collaboration and some lessons 
drawn from a post-mortem. PowerPoint and MindManager presentations will be used to visualize the 
contents of this talk. 
 

17:10  Uwe Glüsenkamp (Johannes Gutenberg Universität, Mainz) 
Jesuits of Central Europe in Portuguese and Spanish America 
(Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries) 
The main goal of the project is to replace a completely antiquated reference book of the German 
author Anton Huonder about German-speaking Jesuit missionaries in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
century, which was published in 1899. In addition to the bio-bibliographical research, the project will 
make a contribution to a paradigm shift from the classical Eurocentric Mission History, to which 
Huonder was indebted, to a transcontinental Christian History, within which the modern Latin 
American Church History is located. Special attention is directed towards the aspect of cultural 
encounter/inculturation. In the first two phases, the investigation was concentrated on the Jesuit 
missionaries of Central Europe, who worked in the six Jesuit Provinces of the old Society of Jesus 
(until 1773) in South America: Brazil, Chile, New Granada, Paraguay, Peru and Quito. The 
presentation will inform about the instruments and methodologies which were used to evaluate the 
huge inventories of secular and ecclesiastical archives and libraries in Europe and in South America 
and about the schedule and the preparation of journeys. In this context the focus will also be on limits 
or difficulties as well as on joys, surprising discoveries and valuable scientific contacts. 
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 Evening session    MTC Aula Minor 
 
 

20:00  Chairperson: Rob Faesen S.J. (K.U.Leuven)     
   

Paul Begheyn S.J. (Netherlands Institute of Jesuit Studies, Amsterdam) 
The Jesuits in the Low Countries 1540-1773: Apostles of the 
Printing Press 
Jesuits are people of the book. Their founder experienced a conversion by reading books. His Spiritual 
Exercises is a booklet that still has a great influence on people worldwide. The very first book printed 
in the Society of Jesus was an edition of the sermons of Johann Tauler, published by Dutch novice 
Peter Canisius in 1543. In the Low Countries an impressive number of books by Jesuit authors has 
been published from the foundation of the Society in 1540 until its suppression in 1773. These Jesuit 
publications cover fields like science, languages, spirituality, architecture and mathematics, school 
books and geography. Not only in the Southern Netherlands, but also in the Dutch Republic Jesuits 
were able to spread their knowledge and spirituality through books, often beautifully illustrated. The 
number and variety of their publications in this period is impressive.   
 
Mathijs Lamberigts (K.U.Leuven) 
The Jesuitica Project 
 
Leo Kenis (Academic Librarian, Maurits Sabbe Library, K.U.Leuven) 
Book Presentation Ceremonies 
  
 
       Maurits Sabbe Library 
 

21:00  Opening of Exhibit at Maurits Sabbe Library   
 

Reception 
 



 

 

Friday, December 4, 2009 
 

09:00-09:30 Registration (for the day) downstairs Augustine Wing MTC 
 

Morning session    MTC 02.07 
 
Chairperson: Philip Endean S.J. (Oxford University) 

 
09:30  Nicolas Standaert S.J. (K.U.Leuven) 

Sino-European Displacements: The Circulation of Jesuit Prints 
between the Low Countries and China 
This visual presentation will focus on the circulation of Jesuit prints, especially from the Low 
Countries, between China and Europe in the seventeenth century. After an overview of the visual 
sources and how they travelled, it will analyse how these images created new contexts. Finally, by 
examining the power of perspectives, it will show how travelling perspectives cause displacements in 
the composition of the place. 
 
 

10:20  Harro Höpfl (Essex Business School, Colchester) 
The Jesuit as Scholar and as Machiavellian: The Jesuits’ 
Reputation in the Low Countries 
The Society of Jesus from its beginning enjoyed a decidedly contradictory reputation. Protestants as 
well as Catholics acknowledged the outstanding quality of its scholarship and its teaching.  At the 
same time, the Society as a whole and many of its individual members were subjected to a sustained 
campaign of vilification that was indifferent to political borders. Much of it related to the supposed 
political ambitions of the Society. Its many enemies included not only Protestants but also Catholics. 
In this paper, I propose to examine the way in which this contradiction was played out in the Low 
Countries, at that time widely regarded as being at the forefront of learning.  
 

 
11:10-11:40 Coffee and tea     MTC 02.13 
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11:40  Panel       MTC 02.07 

moderated by Eddy Put (K.U.Leuven; State Archives Leuven)  
 

New Ways of Opening up Jesuit and Jesuit-related Archives  
in the Low Countries 
 
• Paul Begheyn S.J. (Dutch Jesuit Archives, Nijmegen) 

The ANSI Archives at Nijmegen 
 

• Noël Golvers (Ferdinand Verbiest Institute, K.U.Leuven) 
The Pre-1777 Bollandist Archives and their Evidence for the Relations 
between Antwerp and the Jesuit Mission in China 

 
• Hendrik Callewier (KULAK, Kortrijk) 

The Jesuit Archives in Belgian State Archives 
 

• Jo Luyten (KADOC, K.U.Leuven) 
The ABSE Archives at Heverlee 

 
• Michel Hermans S.J. (BML Archives, Brussels) 

The Jesuit BML Archives at Brussels 
 
 
 
13:00-14:30  Lunch break  
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Afternoon parallel sessions – Location 1 = MTC 02.07 
  
Presentations with discussions (changing locations only after break) 

 
Chairperson: Martin W.F. Stone (K.U.Leuven) 

 
 
14:30 Wim Decock (K.U.Leuven) 
 Towards a Jesuit Science of Public and Private Law (1600-1650) 

Urged to pronounce judgement on the moral qualms that both public and private persons all across the 
globe faced during the heydays of commercial capitalism and the beginnings of political absolutism, 
the Jesuits turned to the tools offered by Roman and Canon Law in order to come to grips with the 
highly complex and day-to-day cases brought forward to them before the court of conscience. 
Blending down-to-earth legal vocabulary with lofty scholastic moral theology, Jesuit legal thinking 
developed from elegant casuistry into a real scientific enquiry 
 

15:00 Joep van Gennip (Radboud Universiteit, Nijmegen)  
 A Converting Society? Apology and Controversy as Instruments of Conversion in the 

Dutch Republic 
In this research project, I will focus on apologetical and controversial publications which the Jesuits of the Provincia 
Flandro-Belgica have written, and which were meant for the Catholic population (apology) and the 
Protestant people (polemical) of the Dutch Republic. In short: were these publications meant for 
converting Protestants, or were they also meant to help Catholics in keeping their faith? And was this 
(operational) strategy ‘static’ or ‘dynamic’? To answer these questions, I have selected nine Jesuits 
who have written and published these kinds of publications (J. van Gouda, J. Stratius, G. Wandelman, 
A. van Teylingen, C. Hazart, P. van den Berghe, F. Mijleman, J. van der Laen, and G. Ottonis). These 
Jesuits are divided into three groups, according to their context: The first group concerns Jesuits who 
stayed in the (Catholic) Southern Netherlands and who published controversial publications from 
there; the second group is missionaries who stayed for a couple of years in the Dutch Republic, then 
went back to the Southern Netherlands and published; the last group concerns Jesuits who stayed for a 
longer time in the Dutch Republic and published controversial publications while living there. The 
underlying hypothesis is that the context or environment in which these Jesuits lived is of significant 
importance for the understanding of their conversion strategies or apologetical attitudes. The members 
of the Society of Jesus did not have only one strategy for converting people – based on the standard 
conversion works of Canisius or Bellarmino – but several, which where dependent and interwoven 
with local practices, attitudes and social contacts. These ‘external elements’ can be traced in the 
publications of those nine Jesuits. 

 
15:30 Theo Clemens (Ruusbroecgenootschap, Universiteit Antwerpen) 

Translation and Identity of a Prayer Book: Das Himmlisch Palm-Gärtlein by Wilhelm 
Nakatenus in the Low Countries.   
The prayer book of Cologne Jesuit Wilhelmus Nakatenus, which first appeared in 1662 under the title 
of Das Himmlisch Palm-Gärtlein, was translated for the first time into Dutch in 1683, and has since 
been reprinted and reedited up until the middle of the twentieth century. We will trace its crossing 
from the German to the Dutch linguistic area/paradigm, focusing on the effects of the translation on 
the very identity of the work. 

 
 
16:00-16:30 Common break  -  coffee and tea   downstairs MTC 00.12 
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16:30 Goran Proot (Universiteit Antwerpen) 

 Jesuit Theatre Programmes for Performances in the Colleges of the Provincia Flandro-
Belgica (1575-1773): A Book Historical Approach 
The printed theatre programme is one of the most important sources for the study of drama in the 
colleges of the old Society of Jesus. Therefore, it is remarkable that this ephemeral printed witness got 
so little attention from scholars. This presentation will demonstrate how a thorough book historical 
analysis of printed programmes from the Provincia Flandro-Belgica can produce much additional 
information but can also generate many questions regarding the performances by the pupils in the 
Jesuit colleges. 
 

 

17:00 Bart Op de Beeck (Royal Library, Brussels) 
 Jesuit Libraries in the Southern Netherlands: Their Eighteenth-Century Holdings and the 
Dispersion after 1773 
This contribution highlights the principal sources for the dispersion of the libraries and books of the 
Jesuit colleges in the Southern Netherlands: library catalogues, sales catalogues and inventories drawn 
up at the time of the abolition of the Order. An important part of the imprints and manuscripts of these 
libraries is kept in the Royal Library of Belgium. Special attention will be paid to the collection of the 
Louvain Jesuit ‘College’. 
 

 
17:30 Paul Dijstelberge (Universiteit van Amsterdam)  

Initials, Ornaments and Other Typographical Material as Ways to Identify Printers 
The research of initials, ornaments and type is of the greatest importance when researching 
anonymously published books (that is, without the name of printer or publisher). Many books 
published by Jesuits fall into this category. Any bibliographer knows how time consuming this kind of 
research is. By creating a database of typographical materials, the search for the printer of any book 
would only take a few minutes instead of weeks or even months; furthermore, the researcher would 
not have to be a specialist in the field. 
The Ursicula database will be demonstrated and individual researchers who bring an external hard 
disk with them can take a copy of the database with them to experiment with it. At the moment, the 
database contains more than 25,000 initials and ornaments, searchable by iconographical keywords. 
Eventually, all European printers (1500-1800) should have a place in this database. 
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Afternoon parallel sessions – Location 2 = MTC 02.13 
 
 

Presentations with discussions (changing locations only after break) 
 

Chairperson: Leo Kenis (K.U.Leuven) 
 
14:30 Annick Delfosse (Université de Liège) 
 The Virgin and Politics: Marian Worship within the Society of Jesus 

With a vigorous apostolate combining the art of writing and the art of staging, the old Society of Jesus 
forged a Virgin in its own image: Intensely present in civil life, combative enemy of confessional 
heterodoxy and support of the Habsburg dynasty, the Mother of God had to be a model of action 
conforming to the Jesuit project in which the good order is insured by fidelity to the Catholic religion 
and to the Christian prince. Henceforth, the Marian pastoral care of the Society reached a striking 
height, and Jesuit fathers invited people to gather around the Virgin Mary for public worship with 
spectacular features. Deeply dramatized processions, visible renewals of pilgrimages and sanctuaries, 
theatre presented on school stages, conspicuous support for the Immaculate Conception doctrine ... 
most often proclaimed the same message: the Virgin guaranteed the protection of civil communities 
and upheld princes and authorities in government. 

  

15:00  Maurice Whitehead (Swansea University) 
  The Jesuit Collegium Sancti Francisci Xaverii in South Wales and its Links with the Low 

Countries, ca. 1600-1679 
The collegium of St. Francis Xavier, covering the southern half of Wales and part of the south-west of 
England, was one of the largest territorial sub-divisions of the English Province of the Society of Jesus 
in the seventeenth century.  Its history has been little researched until recently – and there is work still 
to be done to explain fully the success of its missionary and educational activities up to the time of its 
virtual annihilation in 1679, at the time of the so-called ‘Popish Plot’. Despite severe penal laws 
prohibiting the work of Jesuits on English and Welsh soil, from about the year 1600, the collegium 
had a substantial physical base in a remote but highly strategic rural location near Monmouth, on the 
very border between Wales and England. Though geographically one of the furthest locations from 
English Jesuit bases-in-exile in continental Europe – at Antwerp, Ghent, Liège, Saint-Omer and 
Watten – the collegium enjoyed very close links with the Low Countries and received secret 
aristocratic – and even royal – protection.  Drawing on a range of recently discovered archival and 
musical evidence, this paper analyses the several paradoxes of this situation and seeks to explain how, 
despite an adverse politico-religious situation in England and Wales, the Society of Jesus managed to 
operate so successfully and so clandestinely in this remote region for about eighty years – and how the 
attempted destruction of the collegium in 1679 had reverberations in the Low Countries. 

 
 
15:30 Paul Begheyn S.J. (Dutch Jesuit Archives, Nijmegen) 
 A New Inventory for the Oldest Documents in the Archives of the Dutch Jesuits 

A new and more detailed description of the oldest section in the ANSI (Dutch Jesuit Archives) in 
Nijmegen has unearthed several interesting and important documents. This will greatly enhance the 
accessibility and widen the scope of research possibilities for the future. Together with two guides on 
the history of the Jesuits in the Netherlands (1540-2000), these are three helpful tools for researchers. 

 
 
 
16:00-16:30 Common break  -  coffee and tea   downstairs MTC 00.12 
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16:30 Noël Golvers (Ferdinand Verbiest Institute, K.U.Leuven) 

  Reconstructing Western Book Collections in the Jesuit Mission in China (ca. 1650-1750): 
The Evidence of Book Inscriptions and Testimonia  
The basis of the Jesuit mission in the late-Ming and Qing periods was, in addition to the talents 
(‘ingenium’) and skills (‘ars’) of the individual missionaries, the access they had in China to European 
books (both ‘classic standard works’ and novelties), circulating from Europe to China through 
common (sea and overland) routes. Here, I am able to reconstruct the holdings of the main collections, 
and can trace (in pre-1773 Peking; Macao; Hangzhou; Shanghai) Jesuit reading patterns in general, on 
the basis of: (a) the inscriptions in the extant books (ca. 5,000, unfortunately inaccessible books, now 
in Peking) – these inform us of the provenance, and the donors of many books and their motives; the 
date of arrival, the names of the addressees and those who used them, etc.; (b) inventories and ‘lists of 
books wanted’, and a very large documentation of references and quotations, in letters to Europe, 
MSS, etc., which all combined to shed more light on the real consultation and reception of these 
books. All this offers us a new, splendid view on the ‘Apostolat der Presse’, systematically applied by 
the Jesuits in China, and constitutes a ‘new’ chapter in Western book history, the history of science 
and the ‘Ideeengeschichte’. 

 
 
17:00 Gerrit Vanden Bosch (Diocesan Archives, Mechelen) 
 Jesuits in the Dutch Mission (1592-1708) 

This presentation will deal with the presence of Jesuit missionaries in the so-called ‘Dutch Mission’ – 
or Missio Hollandica – during the ‘broader’ seventeenth century. The Jesuits aimed to preserve 
Catholicism in the Northern Netherlands, a society dominated by Calvinist rulers but with an 
important Catholic minority. This presentation will focus on the way in which the Jesuits adapted 
themselves to this situation and on the pastoral strategy they developed to reach both Catholics and 
Protestants. The increasing tensions between the Jesuits and the secular Catholic clergy on different 
topics of pastoral care and church organisation are key elements for understanding the declining role 
of the Jesuits in the Dutch Mission at the beginning of the eighteenth century. Attention will also be 
paid to the rich Jesuit sources that are at the disposal of scholars doing research on the Jesuit presence 
in the Dutch Republic. 

 
 
17:30 Paul Begheyn S.J. (Dutch Jesuit Archives, Nijmegen) 
  The Canisius Project: Critical Edition of Unpublished Letters 

In 1997, an international team of scholars began editing the final, ninth volume of the letters of Peter 
Canisius as an addition to the edition (1896-1923) by Otto Braunsberger, S.J. Since then, many letters 
have been discovered, and are an important contribution to Jesuit history of the sixteenth century. 
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Afternoon parallel sessions – Location 3 = MTC 01.03 
 
 

Presentations with discussions (changing locations only after break) 
 

Chairperson: Rob Faesen S.J. (K.U.Leuven) 
 
14:30 Diederik Lanoye (STCV, Antwerp) 

 Short Title Catalogus Vlaanderen & Jesuitica: ‘General’ vs. ‘Specialised’ Bibliographical 
Projects 
The Short Title Catalogue Vlaanderen is an online database of books printed in Flanders and Brussels 
before 1800. It follows the example of other ‘national’ bibliographies such as the English STC, the 
German VD-16 and VD-17, and especially the Dutch STCN. As of today, the surviving copies of 
eight Flemish heritage libraries have been described in the database, and other collections will be 
added in the future. The broad scope of this project stands in clear contrast to the Jesuitica project, 
which aimed at describing a specific category of books from one library collection. The specific 
advantages and disadvantages of both approaches, both for the collaborators as well as for the users, 
will be explored, and the results will be compared. Furthermore, the question will be raised as to 
whether specific problems of both approaches might be solved through the exchange of information, 
and how this might be done. 

 
15:00 Nicolas Standaert S.J. (K.U.Leuven) 
 Bibliographic Research Database for the Human Sciences: The Chinese Christian Texts
 Database 

This will be a presentation of a research database of primary and secondary sources concerning 
cultural contacts between China and Europe in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and the role 
played by the Jesuits. 

 
 
15:30 Bernard Deprez & Jan Verkoyen (K.U.Leuven) 

Which Way www.jesuitica.be? 
Based on a critical analysis of the structural possibilities built into the concept of the Jesuitica website 
– the administrative site behind the public site –, we will explore how this project can develop and be 
adapted to the needs of the future. Which direction should further developments take? How can we 
work together with other similar initiatives? What are the needs among researchers? Which 
functionalities function well, and which do not function? Which pages are most visited? How can 
collaborators abroad participate?  
 

 
16:00-16:30 Common break  -  coffee and tea   downstairs MTC 00.12 
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16:30  Anne Spica (Université de Metz; Institut Universitaire de France) 

 A Digital Library for Seventeenth-Century Jesuit Books: The Bibliotheca Imaginis 
Figuratae 
The purpose is to present the digital library, now in progress, conceived in partnership with the 
Maurits Sabbe Library, the GEMCA (Group for Early Modern Cultural Analysis) at Louvain-la-
Neuve and myself (Université de Metz, IUF). During the early Modern Age, the Jesuits were all over 
Europe deeply involved in the use and theory of symbols- the point where theology, linguistics, 
rhetoric and the arts meet. Since their artistic, scientific and pedagogic production is now at the centre 
of scholarly research, and because, on the other hand, this production is not easily available to 
researchers, especially outside of Europe, it appeared necessary to give to the scientific community an 
easy access to the most remarkable books on this topic written by members of the Society (or former 
members) through the Bibliotheca imaginis figuratae. About thirty of them have been chosen to be 
scanned and will be entirely available in high quality image-mode, accompanied by three extensive 
indexes in text-mode: names, titles and subjects. 
At the end of 2009, some books will be on-line. This talk will present the bibliographic and numeric 
choices, as well as the different possibilities of using the digital collection – i.e. allowing as many 
different types of research as possible (text and image, rhetoric and linguistics, Jesuits in the early 
Modern Age, art and book history, etc.). 
 

 
17:00 Agnès Guiderdoni-Bruslé (UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve) 
 Early Modern Cultural Analysis of the Jesuits: Case-study in Emblematics 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the Jesuits participated in the development of a large and 
mixed corpus of texts and images that had the peculiarity to conform to a principle of figured 
expression – imago figurata, symbolic and emblematic literature. The main idea of this corpus, 
beyond its proper content, was to manifest a “mode of thought”, specific to the early modern period, 
which revolved around the cognitive value of the figura notion. Moreover, a distinctive quality of this 
corpus was its appearance under a great variety of forms and media, both in the profane and sacred 
fields, and in the private and public spheres. Given such heterogeneity, but also given the relevance of 
this corpus to the epistemological understanding of the early modern period, we have opted, as a 
research team, for a cultural analysis as our methodology, which I will present in our paper. 

 
 
17:30 Lien Roggen (K.U.Leuven) 

 Adriaen Poirters: A Propagator of the Counter-Reformation’s Message to a Broad Dutch 
Public 
In this contribution, I want to show how the literary work of Adriaen Poirters can be situated within 
the tendency of the Jesuits of the Provincia Flandro-Belgica to spread and popularize the Counter-
Reformation’s ideas amongst a broad Dutch audience. Besides the Latin original literary work, the 
Jesuits often provided a version in the vernacular, which was not so much a translation but rather an 
adaptation aimed at a specific public. For instance, even when the festive year had almost come to an 
end, the Jesuits still found it necessary to have a Dutch version printed of their commemorative 
volume, Imago primi saeculi Societatis Iesu (1640), and they commissioned Poirters to write the 
Dutch subscriptiones. Later, Poirters transformed the Typus Mundi (1627), the work of some students 
of the Antwerp Jesuit College, into the Ydelheyt des werelts (1645), which he later expanded into 
Masker vande wereldt afgetrocken (1646) – a moralistic emblem book full of rules of conduct for a 
very wide religious public. In 1659, he published a more devotional emblem book, Het heyligh herte, 
recycling the copperplates of Wiericx which had previously been used by Luzvic in his Cor deo 
devotum (1627). Using a historiographical, book historical and functionalist approach, I aim to get a 
grasp of Poirters’ oeuvre, his adaptation and rewriting techniques, and his public. Even when Poirters 
was completely reworking a Latin model in one of his emblem books, he was always rewriting bits 
and pieces from fellow Jesuits – such as Causin, Engelgrave, Hosschius and the famous Hugo. Doing 
so, he introduced their discourse to the Dutch public not acquainted with Latin. Moreover, to reach the 
Dutch public, which was heterogeneous, Poirters needed to propagate the Counter-Reformation’s 
ideas in different ways and in different volumes, ranging from moralistic to devotional.  
 



 

 

Saturday, December 5, 2009 
 

08:30-09:00 Registration (for the day)   downstairs Augustine Wing MTC 
 

Morning session 
 

Chairperson: Mathijs Lamberigts (K.U.Leuven)  MTC 02.07 
 

 
09:00 Geert Vanpaemel (K.U.Leuven; Hogeschool-Universiteit Brussel) 

The Jesuit Mathematicians and the Transmission of Technological 
Knowledge 
During the seventeenth century, the mathematical courses organized by the Jesuit Society established 
a pioneering model for mechanical knowledge and technology into the academic setting of a formal 
education. Whereas traditional training of engineers, surveyors, architects and navigators was still 
very often provided on an individual basis, the Jesuit courses offered a presentation of the ‘mechanical 
arts’ in the framework of classical geometry. In their defence of the special position of mathematical 
knowledge, Jesuit mathematicians included topics like statics, hydrostatics, architecture and military 
technology as part of the mathematical canon. Technology was included within the same category as 
the more classical disciplines geometry, arithmetic, astronomy, optics. 
This lecture will examine some of the works published by Flemish mathematicians on the topic of 
military technology, comparing it to other forms of engineering education such as the Leyden school 
of mathematics or the Spanish Military Academy in Brussels. In particular, attention will be given to 
the special status of military technology within the general of corpus of Jesuit mathematics. 
  
 

09:50  Jan Roegiers (K.U.Leuven) 
Awkward Neighbours: The Leuven Faculty of Theology and the 
Jesuit College (1542-1773) 
In 1542 the first Jesuits were welcomed at Leuven by the Theology professors, but later tensions 
started because of student recruitment and especially since the Jesuits pretended that the condemned 
theses of Michael Baius were still taught at the Faculty. In 1587 a unanimous Faculty condemned a 
series of theses from the teaching of Leonardus Lessius S.J. and the dispute about the monopoly of 
public teaching for philosophy and theology the University claimed continued until 1627. The 
theologians considered the action of the Jesuits to get the Augustinus of Jansenius condemned by 
Rome as a revenge for the lost battle on public teaching. Until the end of the seventeenth century a 
jansenist Faculty and their Jesuit neighbours were at war with each other and good relationship was 
never restored, not even when the Faculty became as anti-jansenist as the Jesuits. After the 
suppression of the Order in 1773 the Faculty converted the Jesuit college into the Collegium 
veteranorum. 
This contribution explores the background and the main issues of the long lasting conflict, the 
strategies used and the consequences for both the University and the Order. 
 

 
10:40-11:10 Coffee and tea      MTC 02.13 
 
 



 
Saturday, December 5, 2009 

 
11:10  Robert A. Maryks (City University of New York) 

Jesuits of Jewish Ancestry: A Biographical Dictionary 
The aim of this research project is to show how the intellectual and cultural life of the Jesuit Order 
was dominated in its early period by the descendents of baptized Jews (Judeo-conversos). Through 
biographies of Jesuits of Jewish ancestry in the form of dictionary entries, this project will reveal how 
an institution founded, at least initially, on national and ethnic/racial diversity flourished and made 
significant contributions to the education and culture of the period. The Dictionary will encourage 
further research on the lives and achievements of those Jesuits, while allowing a more general 
readership to learn about an ethnic minority that had such an enormous effect on the formation of 
early modern culture.   

 
12:00  Klaus Schatz S.J. (Philosophisch-Theologische Hochschule Sankt Georgen,  

Frankfurt a/M) 
The Writing of the History of the German Jesuits in the New Society 
If one were to write a history of the Jesuits in the 19th and 20th centuries, the problem would not be 
the scarcity, but rather the abundance of the sources. A difficult choice will be necessary. Which 
sources are of primary importance? Where should one begin?  
My experience is that the Roman Archives and the study of the respective documents, especially of 
the correspondence between the General and the Provincial Superiors, will give the best results. 
The printed papers of the Province, especially the obituaries, and the “Historiae domus” will yield 
important information. But evaluating these sources will be problematic. Often the obituaries offer 
impressions made by people, but they are not precise, nor detailed. 
Lately the “oral history,” the memories of living persons, are deemed important. But the value of these 
testimonies is very different; and generally one must know for which purpose these sources can be 
used. Generally speaking, these memories are more important for the “Wirkungsgeschichte” (history 
of effects), than for the “Ereignisgeschichte” (history of events). 

 
12:50-13:15 Luce Giard and Rob Faesen S.J. 

Closing Remarks   
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